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British Empire to-day is indeed gradually undergoing a ^process of political
dissolution, it is in a state of unstable equilibrium. The Union of South Africa is
not a very happy member of the family nor is the Irish Free State
a willing one. Egypt drifts away. India could never be an equal
member of the commonwealth unless imperialism and all it implies is discarded.
So long as this is not done India's position in the Empire must be one of subser-
vience and her exploitation will continue. The embrace of the British Empire is
a dangerous thing. It is not and cannot be the life-giving embrace of affection
freely given and returned. And if it is not that it will be what it has been in the
past, the embrace of death.
grievous burden on masses.
There is talk of world peace and pacts have been signed by the nations of the
world. But despite pacts armaments grow' and beautiful language is the only
homage that is paid to the Goddess of Peace. _ Peace can only come when the
causes of war are removed. So long as there is the domination of one country
over another there will always be attempts to subvert the existing order and no
stable equilibrium can endure. Out of imperialism and capitalism peace can
never come. And it is because the British Empire stands for these and bases
itself on the exploitation of the masses that we can find no willing place in it,
No gain that may come to us is worth anything unless it helps in removing the
grievous burdens on our masses. The weight of a great empire is heavy to carry
and long our people have endured it. Their backs are bent down and their
spirit has almost broken. How will they share in the commonwealth partnership
if the burden of exploitation continues? Many of the problems we have to face
are the problems of vested interests, mostly created or encouraged by the British
Government. The interests of Rulers of Indian States, of British officials and
British capital and Indian capital and of the owners of big zamindaris are ever
thrust before us and they clamour for protection. The unhappy millions who really
need protection are almost voiceless and have few advocates. So long as the
British Empire continues in India, in whatever shape it may do so^it will strengthen
these vested interests and create more. And each one of them will be fresh pbstacle
in our way. Of necessity the Government has to rely on opposition and the symbol of
its rule is the secret service with its despicable and contemptible train of provocateurs,
informers and approvers.
We have had much controversy about independence and Dominion Status and we
have quarrelled about words. But the real thing is the conquest of power by what-
ever name it may be called. I do not think that any form of Dominion Status appli-
cable to India will give us real power. A test of this power would be the entire with-
drawal of the alien army of occupation and economic control. Let us therefore
concentrate on these and the rest will follow easily.
We stand, therefore, to-day for the fullest freedom of India. This Congress has not
acknowledged and will not acknowledge the right of the British Parliament to dicate
to us in any way. To it we make no appeal. But we do appeal to the Parliament
and conscience of the world and to them we shall demonstrate, I hope, that India
submits no longer to any foreign domination. To-day or to-morrow we may not be
strong enough to assert our will.
We are very conscious of our weakness and there is no boasting in -us or pride of
strength.   But let no one, least of all England, mistake or underrate the  meaning or
strength of our resolve.   Solemnly, with full knowledge of consequences I hope, we
shall take it and there will be no turning back.   A great nation   cannot be thwarted
for long when once its mind is clear and resolved.   If to-day we fail and to-morrow
bdngs no success, the day after will follow and bring achievement.
,-  , We are weary of strife and hunger for peace and opportunity to work constructive-
o*ir country.   Do we enjoy the breaking up of our homes and the sight of our
jroarag men going on strike and losing even his miserable pittance and starving ?
by sheer compulsion when there is no other way for him,
;	perilous path of national strife
Alii ^fe •fcEor take this perilous path of national strife do so because there is no
to $& Mmiwifeie peace. But we long for peace and the hand of fellowship

